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CLM CELEBRATES PASSAGE OF THE FOSTER PARENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS  
This bill codifies key rights important to foster families 

BOSTON, MA – The Children’s League of Massachusetts (CLM) thanks our legislators who worked late into the 

early morning hours of January 4 to get An Act Establishing a Foster Parent’s Bill of Rights through the House 

and onto the Governor’s desk as the session ticked down to its final hours. We are especially thankful for the 

bill sponsors who championed this bill over multiple sessions and several years: Senator Joanne Comerford, 

Senator Diana DiZoglio, Representative Tricia Farley-Bouvier, Representative Paul Donato, and Representative 

Vanna Howard.  

The Children’s League of Massachusetts (CLM) celebrates this legislation because it expands and codifies 

several key rights important to foster families, including: access to training and resources; the right to 

appropriate communication between the Department of Children and Families (DCF), courts, and others 

involved with caring for the child; the right to be free from all forms of discrimination; and the use of the 

reasonable and prudent parenting standard to support decisions focused on child safety and routine, as well as 

enabling participation in developmentally appropriate family, recreational, and social events and experiences.  

CLM proudly applauds the work of fellow advocates, including MSPCC (Massachusetts Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Children) and MAFF (MA Alliance for Families, MA’s foster parent association) who 

were also dedicated to the passage of these important child welfare provisions.  

Senator Joanne Comerford (D-Hampshire, Franklin, Worcester), lead sponsor of the legislation in the Senate, 

remarked: “"I am thrilled that the House and Senate passed the Foster Parents Bill of Rights legislation. Foster 

parents are true unsung heroes, providing unmatched dedication, commitment, compassion and love to those 

who need it the most. This bill creates a framework so that foster parents will be honored with dignity, respect, 

privacy and consideration in caring for children in their care so they can provide the best care in loving homes. 

As a foster parent myself, I filed this bill to put strengthen our vital foster care system. I am thankful to the 

Children's League and other supporters for their work to get this bill passed."  

Representative Tricia Farley-Bouvier (D-Pittsfield) shared: “I am delighted that we were able to send the Foster 

Parents bill of rights to the governor’s desk at the end of the 192nd session. My partners, Senator Jo Comerford 

(D-Northampton) and Representative Paul Donato (D-Medford), and myself have worked tirelessly on this 

critical and commonsense legislation that will support our foster parents across Massachusetts. Our foster 

parents deserve so much for all they do in opening their hearts and their homes to our most vulnerable 

children.”  
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Like these legislators, CLM is greatly appreciative of how the Foster Parents’ Bill of Rights will support a 

stronger partnership between foster parents and DCF which will improve decision-making for what is in a 

children’s best interest. 

##### 

The Children’s League of Massachusetts (CLM) is a statewide non-profit association of private and public 

organizations and individuals that collectively advocate for public policies and quality services that are in the 

best interest of children, youth, and families in the Commonwealth. It is through public education and 

advocacy that the Children’s League promotes the availability, accessibility, and quality of these needed 

services. 


