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 Transition Age Youth Coalition 
Quarterly Meeting
Dec. 11, 2025 | 1-2PM
Invitees: TAYC Members & Youth Program Participants Engaged in Planning and/or Speaking at Upcoming Hill Day
Meeting Goals: (1) review event plans, swag?, resources, post-event legislative office visits; (2) other hot topics
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/94301052230?pwd=bWoFv04A1COULS22w6OF257sR1K1uR.1
Meeting ID: 943 0105 2230; Passcode: 469465
	NOTES

	Welcome & Introductions
Chairs: Josh Grant (The Home) and Matt Stone (Youth Villages)
Members: Cat Quirion (HopeWell), Craig Gordon (CFP), Maddy Thursby (Youth Villages), Cindy Powers (NFI Mass), Doga Keith (Youth Villages), Cassie Giardina (Rise Above), Joanna Lucas (NFI), Meredith Rapoza (JRI), Joanna Lucus (NFI), Kristine Levitre (Fall River Deaconess Home), Allsion Norton (Youth Villages), Heidi Holland (DMH), Kathy Mills (RFK)
CLM: Sue and Haleigh

	Discussion
· Swag Brainstorm
· Consider goal of the swag – leave lasting impression on legislators to make change for TAY
· Pins – continuity; youth design
· Beanie/Carhart hats
· Cookies with logo – seemed to gain consensus on cookies with TAY art...
· Stress ball
· Something for phone bc everyone carries a phone
· CONSENSUS: cookies with logo, possibly also some stickers and/or pins, with picture/logo designed by TAYC if youth are interested in designing something (could choose up to 3 designs or so for a mix). Haleigh/CLM will be in touch early in the new year   
· Updates
· Starting HopeWell Youth Partnership Committee 
· Next gen leaders (don’t need to be connected to specific org)
· Anyone who has experience in foster care and is over 18
· 100% youth led, what they’re passionate about, what resources they believe are important 
· Accepting youth on a rolling basis
· Cat Quirion emailed more info. to TAYC 12/12
· DMH Update
· https://www.childrensleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/DMHRSP-Suspension-102025.pdf 
· Freeze of RSP vouchers problematic. Ran for 20 years – no rise in budget in fy25 but rent kept rising so they needed to freeze the program because they couldn’t keep accepting people – creating a back log specifically for youth.
· https://www.mass.gov/rental-assistance-housing-vouchers: “...The DMH Rental Subsidy Program (DMHRSP) has long been a cornerstone of this commitment, helping individuals to live independently in communities of their choice. Over the years, DMHRSP has expanded through increased budget allocations and the use of onetime funding resources, to cover the rising costs of existing leases and other program expenses. In the absence of any net new funding, continued program growth and escalating costs have made the current budget unsustainable. As a result, effective July 8, 2025, DMH paused the leasing of any new DMHRSP units, both Sponsor and Tenant Based. This difficult decision was driven by budget constraints and is consistent with measures being implemented across other affordable housing programs, including but not limited to MRVP, AHVP, and the Section 8 HCV program. It is critical to emphasize that this change will not affect individuals currently housed through DMHRSP, both Sponsor and Tenant Based. All existing participants will continue to receive their rental subsidies without interruption...”
· Steering people towards Youth Voice and Youth Moves
· Pilot program for housing vouchers for adults with mental illness and are ready to be in the community for support. 
· Question: **Anyone have programs in New Bedford? An AGO contact working on goal of ending homelessness for TAY wants to connect. Please Sue know: sue@childrensleague.org


	March 2026 Youth Hill Day 
· Vision: Promote youth aging out with needed resources; illuminate needs for categories of emerging TAY (represented by the speakers).
· Objective: Give Three Action Steps for the Legislature and state agency partners to take to positively impact TAY. Ex. promotion of:
· Quality Transition Planning
· FYI vouchers/housing
· Expungement 
· (also plan to highlight in resources: An Act to Enhance Child Welfare Protections and Bill of Rights for Children in Foster Care (which is part of the Senate version of the prior named bill)
· Background Info. For Chair to Share in Intro.: Who are TAY and Who serves TAY
· Invitees
· Legislators – all and target committees: Judiciary, CFPD
· CLM will reach out but it’s also helpful for you to reach out to your legislators
· State agency partners – DCF, DMH, DPH, including BSAS 
· CLM will reach out to state agency partners but you can as well
· Save the Date/Registration Link (CLM Completed): you can paste the image shared via Outlook which is linked to this Registration Form: 
· https://forms.gle/ECaLVduAQ6b87SXW9 
· Speakers
· Legislators
· Rep. Decker (Expungement Bill sponsor; also room sponsor) 
· Senator Comerford (sponsors Bill of Rights for Children in Foster Care, the Higher Ed bill; BTW protecting benefits was hers too)
· CLM/TAYC Representation
· Matthew Stone – Youth Villages and TAYC co-chair
· Joshua Grant – The Home and TAYC co-chair
· Rachel Gwaltney – Children’s League
· Youth Speakers/Org. Sponsors
1. More Than Words, Reese – FYI Vouchers experience (and more) (point people Reese & James)
2. YouthMOVE MA/PPAL, Ashley - lived experience of mental health needs (point people Ashley, Micah, Anna); plus DMH voucher - no new RFP vouchers
3. The Home, Corey (point people Corey & Josh) - juvenile justice +
4. NFI, (Cindy & individual) - advocating for services after 18 (across sx in group homes & multiple placements – talk about navigating and challenges finding right programs (transgender aspect)

· Note suggestion of youth or someone who has gone through NFI’s The Lofts; with the current programming quite full, there was consensus around saving this suggestion for another time

· Logistics
· Nurses Hall, 3/19; 10am-12pm
· Rise Above speaker system may supplement House speaker system
· Food: coffee, juice, fruit and pastries - CLM will coordinate with Metro Catering 
· Swag: cookies with TAY art; and some pins and stickers
· Can consider wearing shirts that represent your organizations
· Resource drop to all legislators and/or target your own? Likely will target their own legislators but still hit all legislators.
· # of youth and staff your org. can commit to bringing?
· Too soon to have young adults confirmed; historically orgs set their own goals that align with what they feel makes sense (some bring about 10-20 youth and/or a few staff)
· Resources
· See Internal Run of Show Agenda Draft at the end of this document
· TAY Overview Resource (CLM) - highlight needs like transition planning, housing, possibly expungement/JJ
· Budget - Housing (Vouchers) & Unaccompanied Youth Housing Line Item (CLM)
· Bills’ Fact Sheet (CLM) 
· Expungement (Rep. Decker)
· Bill of Rights (Rep. Comerford) & An Act Relative to Child Welfare Protection (Bill of Rights is part of this Act in the Senate version)
· Orgs can bring your Program Materials if desired
· CLM can link to and/or print Legislative Office Visits Script/Tips
· Anything else? Email Sue and/or Haleigh if you want to share questions/comments.
· Invite/Registration Link live (with Zip Code capturing for knowledge of legislators)

	CLM Upcoming Meetings/Events
· Member Forums
· Legislative Advocacy Review Training – Jan. 30, 9-10am
· MassBudget & CLM Budget Advocacy Training – Feb. 13, 9-10am
· Next TAYC TF Meeting – March 12, 1-2pm 
· TAYC Youth Hill Day – March 19, 10am-12pm, Nurse’s Hall (State House)



TAY Hill Day – Internal Agenda Draft – March 19 – Nurse's Hall
Typically Rachel says first hello. Where it says TAYC Chair, we can confirm how Matt, Josh and the group feels about that. An alternate speaker could serve as an MC.
	Time
	Speaker
	Content Overview
	Duration (minutes)

	10
	NETWORKING
	
	15

	10:15
	Rachel Gwaltney, CLM
	Welcome to TAYC Legislative Briefing – intro. TAYC co-chairs

	2

	10:17
	TAYC Chair 1 or other
	-TAYC Intro. & 
-Intro. Legislator
	2-3

	10:19
	Rep. Decker
	TAY/info. she wants to highlight, e.g. Expungement bill

	5

	10:24
	TAYC Chair 1 or other
	Thank you to Rep. 
& Intro. Sen.
	2

	10:26
	Sen. Comerford 
	TAY/Info. she wants to highlight, e.g., Bill of Rights
	5

	10:31
	TAYC Chair 2 or other
	-Thank you to Sen.
-Brief mention of TAY main challenges/resource needs
-Intro. Youth Panel
	3

	10:44
	MTW R
	FYI Vouchers (and youth priorities within framework of TAY transition needs and individual experiences with aging out, e.g., LGBTQIA+ resources)
	5-10 

	10:54
	TAYC Chair 2 or other
	Thank you to Reese, welcome to Ashley
	1

	10:55
	Youth Move/PPAL A
	Youth Move/PPAL - Mental Health (and youth priorities within framework of TAY transition needs and individual experiences with aging out, e.g., housing vouchers)

	5-10

	11:05
	TAYC Chair 2 or other
	Thank you to Youth Move, welcome to The Home speaker
	1

	11:06
	The Home, emerging adult
	Expungement, Housing (and youth priorities within framework of TAY transition needs and individual experiences with aging out, e.g., DYS and juvenile justice)

	5-10

	11:16
	TAYC Chair 2, Rachel, or other
	Thank you to speakers and comments on remarks; Intro. to Q&A
	1-2

	11:18-11:33
	Q&A Panel with MC
	Q&A Youth Speakers and audience moderated by an MC 

	15

	11:33-11:37
	Rachel and/or TAYC Chair
	Thanks/Final Close
	2-4

	11:37
	NETWORKING
	Grab resources/network
	10

	11:47
	Visit Legislators
	Individual member orgs can organize youth to go on legislative visits if desired OR do we want to do resource drop to all legislators?
	As desired
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